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nation, having killed a Frenchman, had been taken
prisoner, and had been condemned to death; also that
the same would be done to some Huron. Their de-
sign was to get all the merchandise from these Hu-
rons at a very low price, in order afterwards to come
themselves and trade it, with either the French or
the English. Louys Amantacha, meeting them
above, assured those of his tribe of the good feeling
of the French toward them, declaring that they might
put him to death if the French did not give them a
very warm [266 i.e., 166] welcome. As to Bruslé,
who had been murdered, he was not looked upon as
a Frenchman, because he had left his nation and
gone over to the service of the English. In short,
he convinced them so thoroughly, that six or seven
hundred Hurons came to Kebec; a greater number
were on the way, but some of them went back be-
cause they had become frightened, and others be-
cause they had lost their merchandise in gambling.
For these Savages are great gamblers, and some of
them come to trade with the French for this purpose
alone; others come to look on, some to steal, and the
wisest and the richest to trade. I do not believe that
there is a people under heaven more given to stealing
than the Hurons. It is necessary to have your eye
both on their feet and on their hands, when they
enter a place. It is said that they steal [267 i.e., 167]
with their feet as well as with their hands. I saw
one, at our house, casting his eyes on one of the car-
penter’s tools of our brother. Thinking he might
take it, I watched him as well as I could, but he was
more skillful in taking than I was in watching. He
concealed the tool so adroitly that I did not see him
make any movement. But seeing that the place



